
 

   Jason Andrade was   
honored by Plano School  

District with a  
Plano Premier Award  
for his compassionate 

and dedicated work 
 provided to the  

students.  
Jason was recognized as 
a Community Volunteer 

Individual for school year 
2016-2017.   

 
Congratulations Jason! 
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follow us at:  

@kendallhealth 

KendallHealth.org 

Dedicated to YOUR Wellbeing 

For the past 5 years, Scott Gryder has been on the 

Kendall County Board and for the past 10 months he 

has served as the County Board Chair. When asked 

about his interest in serving on the County Board, 

Chairman Gryder stated, “I have always been 

interested in county government because I get to see 

the results immediately.”  Chairman Gryder went on to 

say, “Some people like to golf in their spare time, I like 

to give back to my community and I do that through serving on the County Board.” 

Chairman Gryder shared that in his short time on the County Board; he has learned the most 

about the Health Department, “I didn’t realize the impact (of the Health Department) until I 

got involved.”  Gryder revealed he was surprised to learn about  the availability of services 

such as; flu shots, mental health counseling, serving the homeless population, the 

collaboration with the local schools and most interesting, the Weatherization and Energy 

Assistance programs that serve the low-income and seniors in Kendall County. 

Chairman Gryder continued to say, “The Health Department is lead by professional staff 

that truly cares about our community. I am most proud that Kendall County ranks 2nd in 

Illinois for health outcomes and health factors (County Health Rankings and Roadmaps, 

2017). This ranking is because of the good 

work conducted by Health Department.” 

Chairman Gryder has lived in Kendall 

County for 30 years and currently resides 

in Oswego, IL with his wife, Heather and 

daughter, Reagan. 

Salute to Service 
The Kendall County 

Health Department 

would like to thank 

Board of Health 

President, Christina 

Cooper and her family for the generous 

donation of a vehicle.  

This vehicle will be donated to an eligible 

Kendall County resident  in need of trans-

portation in order maintain self-sufficiency 

during a difficult time. These types of gifts 

are life changing and we are so very grateful 

to her and her family for this gift.  

  Car Donation 

 “I didn’t realize the impact 

until I got involved.” 

Chairman Scott Gryder 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kendall-County-Health-Department/160011234041807
https://twitter.com/kendallhealth
http://www.kendallhealth.org/


  

P A G E  2  PROTECTING our Youth from Substance Abuse 

The Kendall County Health Department is proud to announce the enhancement 

of high-quality prevention services that have the greatest potential to impact  

factors that contribute to alcohol, tobacco and other drug consumption in our 

youth and their families.  

These enhanced services include; Youth Substance Abuse Prevention Education 

delivered directly to local 7th graders in their school classrooms, several        

rigorous communication campaigns to help raise awareness of youth drug and 

alcohol related issues,  increase awareness of local drug “take-back” programs 

for parents, the  formation of a Youth Committee that will organize and plan 

two local prevention events, and increased outreach services to encourage 

Kendall County schools to participate in the Illinois Youth Survey.  

According to the 2016 Illinois Youth Survey, 26 percent of 8th graders, 38    percent of 10th graders, and 

58 percent of 12th graders have used a substance including alcohol, cigarettes, inhalants, or marijuana. 

This startling data clearly describes the need for high-quality youth and family prevention services. 

It is our aim to work with Kendall County youth to increase substance abuse 

resistance skills and delay alcohol, tobacco and other drug use through the 

means of education and community support. 

In Illinois, 

26% of 

8th Graders  
have used a substance 

including alcohol,     

cigarettes, inhalants or 

marijuana!. 

 

 

This summer the Health Department, awarded 8 area students with Community Service Block Grant 

scholarships at its annual dinner at Maria’s restaurant in Morris, Illinois. The Scholarships are made 

possible by funding from Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.  The recipients 

were chosen on a competitive basis, upon scholarship potential, commitment to civic affairs and career 

goals.  The scholarship awards ranged from $250-to $1500. Tia Carr received the distinguished Charles 

Girot Scholarship.  Charles Girot served on the Community Action Advisory Board for twenty-five years. If you would like to 

donate to the Charles Girot Scholarship Fund please contact Kendall County Health Department  at 630-553-9100 

    The scholarship recipients are: 

      Crystal Torres of Grundy County – Joliet Junior College for Nursing 

      Jacob Halstead of Grundy County- Bradley University for History Education  

      Jori Roysdon of Kendall County- Waubonsee Community College for Biology 

      Precious Perez of Kendall County—Waubonsee Community College for Graphic Design 

      Dajanai Lyles of Kendall County- Aurora University for Elementary Education and Spanish     

      Raquel Brady of Kendall County – Illinois Institute of Technology for Mechanical Engineering     

      Leah Theodor of Kendall County—North Central College for Biology and Environmental Studies   

      Tia Carr of Kendall County-  Aurora University for Communications and Non-Profit Leadership Studies 

 

Thank you Community 

Health for teaching us 

how to cook vegetables 

from our garden! 

#gardentotable #ratatouille 

Scholarships Awarded 

http://www.kendallhealth.org/community-action/#scholar


Have you ever thought about how YOUR immunizations help to protect the lives of others? 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  3  Community Immunity 

 While a person 

with an average immune 

system may be able to 
fight off an illness, a per-

son with a weakened im-

mune system might not. 

Our community is host to 

many adults and children 

who suffer from immune 
deficiency or immunocompromised systems. 

Immune deficiencies can be caused by certain 

medications, while chemotherapy and certain 

cancers can also cause a person to become 

immunocompromise. People can even be born 
immunocompromised if they have a congenital 

disorder that affects their immune system. 

This population is extremely vulnerable to 

contracting vaccine-preventable diseases, 

which would devastate their bodies, and put 

their lives at risk. 
 Immunizations are not just for you and 

your family; it is for those around you as well. 

People who are not immunized can transmit 

What’s for Dinner? 

 
The Health Department has trained sanitarians that conduct food 
safety inspections of restaurants, cafeterias, bakeries,  retirement 
facilities, concession stands, convenience stores, and food 
trucks. These inspections ensure food code requirements are  
being met and food is safe for  everyone to consume.   
 
Kendall County has over 440 brick and mortar food service facili-
ties which are inspected between one and three times each year, depending on the 
complexity of the operation and the relative risk of their process.  If certain violations 

are observed, follow up inspections are conducted to ensure that the hazard 
has been abated. If an imminent health hazard is found, a restaurant is  
immediately and temporarily closed.   
 
Sanitarians work with owners, managers and employees through an  
educational approach. It is our aim to build cooperative relationships  
that together will promote food safety well beyond the inspection.      

 

vaccine-preventable diseases at work, school and 

the grocery store.  While some vaccine-

preventable diseases are relatively rare in the 

U.S., they are only a plane ride away. Such    

diseases can be brought into the country by  

travelers, putting unvaccinated people at risk 
each day. 

 According to the Illinois State Board of 

Education, during 2015 over forty thousand 

school aged children were not in compliance with 

vaccination requirements. Kendall County Health 
Department’s immunization programs are 

equipped provide vaccines to infants through 

adulthood. Please call (630)553-9100 for more 

information on immunization dates and times. 

  In every part of our community, there are 

individuals facing their own health issues who 

depend on the community around them to      

immunize because they cannot. It is never too 

late to vaccinate. Give us a call today!  

http://www.kendallhealth.org/community-health/immunizations/


For questions about the newsletter, 

 please call RaeAnn VanGundy at  

(630)553-8064 or email her at 

rvangundy@co.kendall.il.us 

Kendall County Health Department 

811 West John St. 

Yorkville,  IL 60560 

(630)553-9100 

(630)553-9506 Fax 

Looking for something? Click here to see the  Resource Directory. 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Kendall County Health               

Department is to promote physical health, mental 
health, environmental health, protect the              

community’s health, prevent disease, and promote 

family economic self-sufficiency through both person 
based services and population based services. 

B O A R D  O F  H E A L T H  M E M B E R S  

Christina Cooper, President         Tom Liske, M.D. 

Joseph Gruber, III D.D.S                Brenda Ulrich  

Jim Jensen                                       Mukhtar Nandra, M.D. 

John Palmer, M.D.                          Tony Giles 

  Thank you for protecting our Earth! 

http://www.kendallhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/AD_ResourceDirectory.pdf

