
         
 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH  
ADVISORY BOARD 

January 13, 2026 
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

811 W. JOHN ST., ROOM 201 
YORKVILLE, IL 

 

I. Call to Order 
 
Ms. Burd called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Members present: Cristina Archer, Valerie Burd, Sandra Davis, Cliff Fox, David Rood, Cliff Thrall, 
Michael Walker 
 
Members absent: Jake Cooper, Jeff Sobatka 
 
KCHD staff present: RaeAnn VanGundy, Rachael Hendrickson, Aaron Rybski, Deana Gajdos 
 

II. Welcome & Introductions  
 
Ms. Burd welcomed everyone.  

 
III. Public Comment 

 
None 

 
IV. Approval of the September 9th, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

 
Mr. Walker moved to approve September 9th, 2025 minutes. Mr. Thrall seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously by consent. 

 
V. Executive Director Comments/Announcements  

 
Ms. VanGundy announced Ted McCannon resigned from the board after 25 years. We will have 
a position to fill for the advisory board. 
 
There was a Groot Recycling tour that was open to all board members. Discussion was had on 
how to get more information to the county residents on recycling.  
 
A flu handout from IDPH was reviewed. Flu can be on the rise in February. Ms. VanGundy 
recommended flu shots, hand washing and staying home when not feeling well. There is a 
quarterly update handed out to schools from the Community Health Department reviewing 
quarterly disease trend update. 
 
We have a community health summit breakfast being held to come together to look at our final 
priorities as a group for the next 5 years. This is an important step in working together to 
improve health and wellbeing in Kendall County. 
 



 
 

VI. Radon Action Month 
 
Mr. Rybski updated the group on radon. (see handout) 

• Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer. 
• 47% of home tested have dangerous levels 
• We educate community by presentations, media, and postcards. 
• Test kits are sold here and can be ordered online. 
• 3-4 thousand postcards go out to location in our county 
• Partnerships have increased our outreach 
• Our federal grant was cut this year, but we can still send out postcards. 

 
 

VII. Effectiveness Survey Results 
 
Mr. Rybski reviewed our Effectiveness Survey Results. (see handout) 

• The survey is done yearly agency wide 
• The survey goes to our food establishments and contractors 
• In 2025 all units have moved to using GIS for a more effective way to get answers. 

 
 

VIII. Comments/Announcements 
 
Discussion was had on datacenter and water concerns. 

 
IX. Adjournment  

 
Mr. Walker moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:10 p.m., seconded by Mr. Thrall. The motion 
passed unanimously. Next meeting is March 10th at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
Deana Gajdos 
Administrative Assistant 

 

































 
To:  Environmental Health Advisory Board 
From:  Environmental Health Services Unit, Solid Waste Program 
Subject:   July 2025 Solid Waste Program Activity Report 

The following list of Solid Waste Program activities were performed during the month of July 
2025. 
 
• Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator, continued to collect licensing and reporting from 

waste haulers in Kendall County.  Thus far approximately 50,000 tons was accounted for 
which is about 50% of estimated waste generation.  
 

• Mr. Hartman, helped Building and Zoning in addressing Milroy Compost  
Facility concerns related to decommissioning of the compost operation at the site on 
Beecher Road.  Building and Zoning wanted to ensure that the steps outlined in the special 
use permit were being followed appropriately. 

 
 

 
   

                                      
Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator     Aaron Rybski, Environmental Health Director 
 
cc: RaeAnn VanGundy, Executive Director/Public Health Administrator 
       Rachael Hendrickson, Assistant Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To:  Environmental Health Advisory Board 
From:  Environmental Health Services Unit, Solid Waste Program 
Subject:   August 2025 Solid Waste Program Activity Report 

The following list of Solid Waste Program activities were performed during the month of 
August 2025. 
 
• Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator, visited the Groot Plano Transfer Station for an 

informal review and to request 2024 data on tonnage received.   The facility was well kept 
and Mr. Hartman was able to speak with the person responsible for the data collection. 
 

• Mr. Hartman, visited the Milroy Compost Facility to view progress on closure.  The Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) violations for this site is broken into three 
sections (one for each of the three different landowners).  The Milroy section of the property 
that is within Kendall County seems to have the least amount of leftover material needing 
to be removed.  Mr. Milroy has corresponded with the IEPA within their timeframe, but 
actions for clean-up will be slow due to cost and methods of clean-up. 
 

• The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus received a grant from the US EPA in 2024 to promote 
recycling.  Most of the funding will go to communities in the Chicago Metropolitan area 
with Kendall municipalities, specifically Oswego, Montgomery and Millbrook impacted.  
Our Department has provided support for data collection for these Kendall communities to 
supply the grant authors. 

 
 

 
   

                                      
Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator     Aaron Rybski, Environmental Health Director 
 
cc: RaeAnn VanGundy, Executive Director/Public Health Administrator 
      Rachael Hendrickson, Assistant Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To:  Environmental Health Advisory Board 
From:  Environmental Health Services Unit, Solid Waste Program 
Subject:   September 2025 Solid Waste Program Activity Report 

The following list of Solid Waste Program activities were performed during the month of 
September 2025. 
 
• Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator, received waste collection data from the Groot 

Transfer Station.  The data identified the facility as taking approximately just over 500 tons 
per day.  The County’s Host Benefit Agreement would require financial compensation of 
$0.10 per ton if the total daily collection exceeds 750 tons per day.  The agreement presently 
allows selected County Buildings free waste and recycling collection at a savings of 
approximately $1500 per month. 
 

• Mr. Hartman, along with other Environmental Health staff, toured the Groot Recycling 
facility in Plainfield.  The high-tech facility uses lasers, robots and other AI operated 
equipment to efficiently separate plastics, glass and paper.  The facility operates at a rate of 
35-40 tons per hour.  Efforts will be made to provide tours to county officials and other 
decision makers. 

 
• A social media post focusing on the tour was published shortly after.  The post promoted 

this successful recycling process available in our area. 
 

 
 

   
                                      
Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator     Aaron Rybski, Environmental Health Director 
 
cc: RaeAnn VanGundy, Executive Director/Public Health Administrator 
      Rachael Hendrickson, Assistant Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To:  Environmental Health Advisory Board 
From:  Environmental Health Services Unit, Solid Waste Program 
Subject:   October 2025 Solid Waste Program Activity Report 

The following list of Solid Waste Program activities were performed during the month of 
October 2025. 
 
• Marlin Hartman spent time learning and uploading information into the new Recycle Coach 

system.  This program was purchased by the Illinois EPA in an effort to provide the public 
with an updated, online recycling resource and to ultimately increase recycling across the 
state.     
 

• Recycle Coach general and specific progress this month: 
o Mr. Hartman learned of it at the 2024 Illinois County Solid Waste Management 

Association conference 
o Once approval provided by Kendall County Health Department leadership, Mr. 

Hartman initiated contact with Recycle Coach and completed the initial survey 
in September 2025. 

o Mr. Hartman completed uploading information for unincorporated areas this 
month. 

o Mr. Hartman scheduled meetings with villages and municipality representatives 
to discuss the system and to attempt to secure their support and involvement. 
 

 
 

   
                                      
Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator     Aaron Rybski, Environmental Health Director 
 
cc: RaeAnn VanGundy, Executive Director/Public Health Administrator 
     Rachael Hendrickson, Assistant Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To:  Environmental Health Advisory Board 
From:  Environmental Health Services Unit, Solid Waste Program 
Subject:   November 2025 Solid Waste Program Activity Report 

The following list of Solid Waste Program activities were performed during the month of 
November 2025. 
 
• Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator, worked on the Recycle Coach, which is a 

program to increase recycling within Illinois and is paid for by the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency.  A majority of the month was spent reviewing, learning, and then 
uploading information.  This month: 

o Mr. Hartman completed uploading information into the “Special Recycling 
Information” category.  This category covers electronics, household hazardous 
wastes as well as furniture. 

o Mr. Hartman worked to facilitate communication between Recycle Coach amd 
the Kendall County Health Department web updaters to install a “widget” on the 
Kendall County Health Department website which would allow for easy access 
to this system once completed. 

o Completed started conversations with Yorkville regarding Recycle Coach 
o Communicated with DuPage County on their Recycle Coach implementation 

 
• Aaron Rybski, Director of Environmental Health Services arranged a tour of the Groot 

Recycling Facility in Plainfield.  Members of the County Board, Board of Health and 
Environmental Health Advisory Board were all invited.  The tour was held on 
November 19th.   

 
 

   
                                      
Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator     Aaron Rybski, Environmental Health Director 
 
cc:  RaeAnn VanGundy, Executive Director/Public Health Administrator 
       Rachael Hendrickson, Assistant Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To:  Environmental Health Advisory Board 
From:  Environmental Health Services Unit, Solid Waste Program 
Subject:   December 2025 Solid Waste Program Activity Report 

The following list of Solid Waste Program activities were performed during the month of 
December 2025. 
 
• Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator, continued Recycle Coach implementation 

efforts.  
 

• Mr. Hartman discussed with Aaron Rybski (Director of Environmental Health Services) 
that the Solid Waste Plan on the website is not the most up to date version.  This is because 
our website is in a period of transition to a new version that will be ADA compliant.  This 
will be corrected as the new website is populated in the new year.     
 

• Paintcare was initiated statewide and Kendall County has 3 drop-off locations between 
Yorkville and Oswego.  Paintcare is a paint takeback/recycling program working through 
retailers and it is a consumer pay by volume program. 

 
 

   
                                      
Marlin Hartman, Solid Waste Coordinator     Aaron Rybski, Environmental Health Director 
 
cc: RaeAnn VanGundy, Executive Director/Public Health Administrator 
    Rachael Hendrickson, Assistant Executive Director 
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