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 Preparing for Emergencies 
Health Department’s Partnership  

with Emergency Management Agency 
 

The Kendall County Emergency Management Agency (KCEMA) is tasked with 
preparing the county for disasters or hazards. Their mission is to prepare for, respond 
to, recover from, and mitigate all forms of natural 

and man made disasters that may affect Kendall 
County.  They maintain local response plans, the 
local Emergency Operations Center, and supplies 
for emergency response. 

The KCEMA also promotes public safety by 

providing education on a wide variety of safety 
concerns. Some examples include how to respond 
to tornado warnings and storm spotting, how to 

make a 72 hour kit and communications plan for 
your family, and search and rescue training. 

Roger Bonuchi  is the Director of the Kendall 
County Emergency Management Agency.  He has 

over 18 years of emergency response experience. 
KCEMA is comprised mostly of volunteers along 
side the Director and Deputy Director. 

The KCEMA has been an active partner with the 

Kendall County Health Department throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond. 
“We have complementary talents and backgrounds, skill sets and resources,” said 
Bonuchi. “Bringing those things together, we are able to have synergy in response.” 

In regards to COVID-19 mass vaccination, Bonuchi stated “We can help with traffic 
control, signage, and resource acquisition, letting the Health Department focus on the 
medical side of mass vaccination.” 

Kendall County Health Department appreciates the continued partnership with 

Kendall County Emergency Management Agency through the pandemic and beyond. 

Other Trusted Links: 

 IL Department of Public Health 

 CDC - Coronavirus 

 Global Cases by Johns Hopkins  real 
time map  

For the newest updates on COVID 19, please 
visit  our webpage at www.kendallhealth.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kendall-County-Health-Department/160011234041807
https://twitter.com/kendallhealth
http://www.kendallhealth.org/
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
http://www.kendallhealth.org
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Big changes happened this summer in the way the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program 
provides nutritious foods, nutrition education, and referrals to other programs in the community for 
eligible participants. Kendall County was able to convert from a paper based benefits program to a 
streamlined computer based program. The WIC program is the same but we are now able to provide 
program benefits via an Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) system. This allows staff to record all 
data into the new computer program and then issue program benefits electronically. This switch 
could not have come at a more crucial time. With the arrival of COVID-19, the safety of pregnant 
women, their babies, and children is critical. Now we are able to complete the entire certification 
process over the phone and, once the EBT card is issued to the client, at curbside.  Future counseling 
and loading of benefits can be completed remotely. We are still providing quality services including 
our nutrition counseling and education but now over the phone. Our clients are so grateful for the 
new system that protects them and their families from possible virus exposure.  

The Kendall County Health Department WIC Program is 

growing, adding more clients daily during these difficult 

financial times. There is a place for all who qualify in this 

program. If you are pregnant, breastfeeding, or have an 

infant or children under age 5, please give us a call to see if 
WIC can help you feed your family. To be eligible: you 

must live in the state, meet income guidelines, and have a 

nutritional or medical need for the foods provided.  

Kendall County Health Department WIC is an equal opportunity provider. For more information on 

the WIC program, please call us at 630-553-9100. 

While the weather outside is frightful, the air in your 
house may be worse! With cold air outside your home 
and warm air inside, radon gas can more readily be 
pulled in through the foundation of a home. Radon is a 
radioactive gas that is formed from the natural decay of 
uranium in the soil; the gas is tasteless, odorless and 
invisible. Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer in 
non-smokers and the second leading cause in smokers.  
With homes being closed up in the winter, this gas 
becomes trapped and may cause lung problems if not 
addressed. Radon can be mitigated by professionals 
who can reduce this radon to a safe level. In Kendall 
County, 48% of homes tested have higher than the EPA 
action level. The first step is to test. 

Homeowners are encouraged to protect themselves and 
their families by testing for radon.  Test kits are sold in 
local hardware stores or by the Kendall County Health 
Department where we also provide outreach and 
education to help residents of Kendall County.  

Is Radon in your Home? 

Women, Infants, and Children Program gets an Upgrade 
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With winter approaching and daylight decreasing, individuals may notice a change in their mental 
health or the mental health of a loved one. An increase in sadness or anxiety is a sign to pay 
attention to. An individual’s emotional state may also be impacted by the holidays. Another aspect 
that has been impactful to the mental health of many is feelings of 
being isolated or alone. 
 
We, at the health department, know these concerns well, both for those 
we work with and in ourselves. We have been aiding individuals by 
increasing awareness of emotions, developing healthy ways to address 
concerns, and providing reassurance. We continue to strive to provide 
education and resources to our community, including our after-hours 
crisis line. If you or someone you know is in need of Mental Health 
assistance, please contact the Kendall County Health Department at 
630-553-9100. 

1. The Flu Vaccine Helps Keep You Healthy 

Flu can cause symptoms; such as fever, cough, and body aches, that can keep a healthy 
person home from work, school, and errands for a few days to a week or more. The best way to 
prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated every year. Flu vaccination helps prevent millions of 
illnesses and flu-related doctor visits each year. Additionally, several studies have shown flu 
vaccination can reduce the severity of illness in people who get vaccinated but still get sick.  

2. The Flu Vaccine Helps You Care for Each Other 

You may think of flu vaccine only as a way to protect yourself from 
flu. But getting vaccinated also may protect the people around you. 
Many people in the U.S. are at higher risk of getting very sick from 
flu because of their age, or because they have one or more of certain 
health conditions, like asthma, diabetes, or heart disease. Also, some 
people in your family or community may not be able to get 
vaccinated due to their age (children younger than 6 months, for 
example). They rely on you to help prevent the spread of disease. 
When you get a flu shot, you help protect them. 

3. The Flu Vaccine Helps the Health Care System 

Getting a flu vaccine is more important than ever during the 2020-2021 season. A flu vaccine this 
season can help protect you and the people around you from flu, reduce the burden of flu on our 
health care systems during the COVID-19 pandemic, and save medical resources for the care of 
COVID-19 patients. 

Since health care workers are needed to care for people sick with COVID-19 and may care for or 
live with people at high risk for influenza-related complications, it is especially important for them 
to get vaccinated. 

Winter Blues 

Three Good Reasons to Get a Flu Vaccine This Season 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/stay-home-when-sick.htm


For questions about the newsletter, 

 please call Arissa Hunt at  

(630)553-8056 or email her at 

awhunt@co.kendall.il.us 

Kendall County Health Department 

811 West John St. 

Yorkville,  IL 60560 

(630)553-9100 

(630)553-9506 Fax 

Looking for something? Click here to see the  Resource Directory. 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Kendall County Health               

Department is to promote physical health, mental 
health, environmental health, protect the              

community’s health, prevent disease, and promote 
family economic self-sufficiency through both person 

based services and population based services. 

B O A R D  O F  H E A L T H  M E M B E R S  

Lynn Cullick , President John Gleason, M.D.   

Joseph Gruber, III D.D.S.  Jim Jensen Nanci Reiland 

Karin Gustafson, D.O.  Carlo Colosimo  Karen Kelly    

Gabriella Shanahan Jay DeMarco  

  

Ten local area students were recently awarded with Scholarships through the Health 
Department.  The scholarship awards ranged from $1,000 to $500.  The students who were 
awarded the scholarships had majors that focused on Nursing, Biology, Mechanical 
Engineering, Business Administration, History, and American Sign Language Interpretation.   
 
Students who receive the award are required to attend an Illinois accredited higher 
educational institution.  The students who were awarded the scholarship were accepted and 
attending Bradley University, Aurora University, The University of St. Francis, The Illinois 
Institute of Technology, Joliet Junior College, North Central College, Waubonsee Community 
College and Columbia College.   
 
Funding is still available for eligible persons in Kendall or Grundy County for post-secondary 
education or occupational training. Applicants must be attending a Illinois accredited 
institution and have an income level at or below 200% of the federal poverty level. If you 
would like to apply for the scholarship please contact the Kendall County Health Department 
at 630-553-9100. 

Congratulations to our Scholarship Awardees! 

http://www.kendallhealth.org/
http://www.kendallhealth.org/

